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yUST PLAYING

years ago In the old
TWENTY of Dublin a little blond

blue eyed, four-ycar-o-
(

daughter of Ireland was playing with
her brother among the flowers In their
mother's garden. And all at once the
little girl had a beautiful thought.

"Wouldn't K bo nice," she asked her
brother. "If all the roses and pinks and
lilies and vl'lets were fairy princesses?
Le's pretend they are.

But brother snorted scornfully.

"Wouldn't It be nice," he said, "If all
the flowers and leaves were five pound
notes!"

This practical young male Is now an
nglneer In New York city, but the

child who wanted the flowers to be

fairy princesses Is carrying out her
baby wish of "le's pretend" and to-d-

she Is making tired men and women
forget the hard things of life, for a
night at least, by her charming Im-

personation of the blithe little child
called I'ollianna at the Hudson Thea-
tre. And no one Is more surprised
than Patricia Colllnge that any critics
should take her "be t;lad" girl to mean
that she Is trying to get It across the
footlights that evil Is nut to be dealt
with but Ignored, that folks ought to
be foolishly, 'mawkishly happy no mat-
ter how much suffering there Is.

"Why, Pollyanna is Just playing a
game, she Isn't making a theory of
life," Miss Colllnge says, looking up
over tho arm of the big armchair In
which she Is Bitting In a sunny parlor
fuclng entral Park, for we have
caught her, you understand, not In the
theatre but In tho cosey flat where she
lives with her father and mother and
two brothers and her grandmother.

And when she talks It Is easy to
understand why Bhe Is so perfectly a
child when sho skips on tho stage In
the pink checked frock that came In
the missionary barrel. She has evi-

dently, more than most persons of 24,
kept the simple, childlike way of look-

ing at things, not fretting too much
over big problems or trying to un
tangle the hard knots, but pursuing
her way trustingly, doing the thing she
had to do.

And the minute her mother, who Is
an older edition of "Patsy," comes Into
the room It Is evident that the girl
has grown up and bloomed In an at
mosphere of such wholesome, sensible
love that It wasn't necessary for her
to go outside of that In her work for
happiness or distraction, and so she
has escaped the Influences which tend
to make actresses the sophisticated
creatures that well, that they are
supposed to be more often perhaps
than they are.

"Pollyanna Is playing a game," Buys
Patsy (let's call her that because it
suits her). "And the bo glad' game
doesn't mean that we are to rejoice
because we have a broken leg or se

people are starving somewhere
or there In a war. No one but an
Idiot would smile over evil. No, It
Just means thnt we are to look around
and And the things there are to be
glad about and make the most of
thane.

"Of course Pollyanna would never
have reasoned this game out for her-
self. Bhe doesn't reason at nil about
it. Sho Is Just doing whnt her father
told her to do. lie wanted his little
girl, that poor missionary did, to be
us happy ns posslhle nnd do as much
good as she could, and he hadn't any-
thing to leavo her, so he tnught her
to keep a sunny heart and sunny face,
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THE BROOKLYN PLAYS

John Barrymore will be seen
at the Montauk Theatre this
week in John Galsworthy's social
tragedy, "Justice." This play has
repeated everywhere this season
its great success at the Candler
Theatre last spring.

"The Blue Paradise," which
was sung for an entire winter at
the Casino Theatre here, will be
the attraction at the Majestic
Theatre this week. An admirable
company including such well
known comedians as John Young
and Robert Pitkin are in the
cast
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and because children love games and
remember them longer than Just
teaching he made It a game.

"1 will admit that 1 get a bit tired
sometimes of saying the word 'glad'
so much. At tho end of a performance
I frequently feel that 'glad' wlllsJiot
have a place In the bright lexicon
of this young woman for the next
twenty-fou- r hours, or till the curtain
goes up again on 'Pollynnna.' But I
don't swear at the sceno shifter or
throw things at my maid, as one critic
said he hoped 1 'found relief from the
mawklshncas' by doing."

Patsy giggles as sho breaks off In her
explanation of the play, an explanation
which she makes In a clear little volco
and with an unstudied simplicity which
tells you that she didn't have to seek
out the way to tell her fairy story to
"Old King Orouch" In the scene in the
castle. She Is Just being herself in
that fairy story scene, which, by the
way, is her favorite sceno of tho whole
piny.

"I'm very fond of the scene shifters
and I wouldn't lilt one.of them for the
world," she goes on. "I sometimes
lead my maid an awful life nnd If you
want to know about me you ought to
Interview her.

"Oh, being Irish. I like to fight, but I
don't fight people much. The kind of
fight I like is something
that Is very dlfllcult and overcoming It,
and then feeling good about It, saying,
'Well, I didn't give In, I was pretty
brave' like after going to tho dentist,
you know.

"IJut to get back to 'Pollyanna,' I
don't think anybody ought to be too
serious In analyzing thnt play. Thero
Is n Berlous lesson In It, tho kind of
lesson that I'liccbu Cary puts In the
poem where sho says that tho world Is
a mirror that shoivs you tho kind of
face you present to It; If you smile the
world Is much mnro likely to smile
back than If you scowl.

"I don't think people do good Just by
always thinking of the sorrow there Is.
Why, everybody knows how when a
Httlo chuckling, grinning baby ts
brought Into a street car nil the tired,
preoccupied men nnd women sit up nnd
watch It and smile and forget what
was worrying them.

"Do you know what I think the most
beautiful lino In '1'ollyanna'? It la
where she snys to John Pendleton,
Old King Orouch, when sho tins found
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him in his castle: 'Just because you
close the shutters doesn't mean the
sun Isn't still shining.'

"There are lots of folks that close tho
shutters, and I think It does an audi-- ,
ence good to see a play where a child
Just (lings the shutters open and lets
the light in. I think people Ilka to rest
from nil the struggles nnd troubles and

rrles they've had and see a play that
mnkes them laugh a little and cry a
little yes, I've seen them doing that
too.

"Maybe some of the lines are mawk-
ish, but I don't think anything Polly-Mim- a

says or Jimmy Bean tho orphan
boy I don't think the things they say
nre nt nil Impossible. Think what
queer nnd wise nnd funny things the
renl children we know nre nlwnys sny-In-

And who knows what passes
through u child's hend?

"This Is tho first child part I have
acted In my eight years on tho stage,
but I nlwnys loved to rend about chil-

dren In books. Sentimental Tommy
remember him? I do like nnrrle's

children, nnd those In tho stories of
Kcnnoth Graham. And I never get
tired of Mrs. Martin's Hmmy Iou, that
dear little, queer, funny, Inarticulate
schoolgirl. I like some of Dickens's
children, David Copperflcld nnd Pip
In 'Great Expectations,' nnd poor little
Pnul Dombey. I can't stand Little
Nell, though I stand amaied before
her goodness to her awful old grand-

father.
"Kipling's children? Tes, of course

I adore them. Who could help It Wee
Willie Winkle and the rest? Isn't It
wonderful how many great writers
have tried to Interpret children to us,
nnd we don't understand children very
well yet!

"I think having such a happy home
myself helped mo to be full of sym
pathy for Pollyanna, who comes a
llttlo orphaned girl from the bare
missionary home which wasn't so bare,
after all, for her parents gave her
plenty of love, but who loses them and
comes to her prim aunt, nnd has the
heartbreaking blow of finding that
.4ntif Polly didn't want her, but Is
Just tnklng her through duty. I don't
hnve to try to net like a child I Just
feel that I nm her.

"I, PoIIinnna, Just enn't realize thnt
Aunt Polly nnd the Ladles Alders nre
ns unloving as they try to think they
nre, nnd so I keep bringing things
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POLLyANNA

for them to love poor tiny flodom nnd
Gomorrah, the puppy nnd kitten I
lugged from my missionary home; nnd
Jimmy Bean, the little boy that rnn
away from the orphan asylum because
he wanted a father and mother.
Haven't you seen thnt touching child
faith thnt the growmipo Just must
be interested In the things thnt he, the
child, la showing them? Haven't you
ecen It melt nwny primness, even such
primness us that of Aunt Polly nnd
the Ladles Alders, nnd grouchlnetis,
even Buch grouchlneHs ns thnt of John
Pendleton In the big house over the
hedge that seems a castle to Pollyanna
nnd Jtmmyf

"Of course nil that about Pollyanna
being the picture of her mother, whom
John had loved twenty years ago,
when they were young, hnd to lie In
tho play for henrt Interest. It Is
rather hard on John Pendleton nnd
Dr. Chiltern to have to sit there beforn
nn nudience of New Yorkers nnd talk
of their devotion to the loves of twenty
years before, but after nil thnt sort of
thing Isn't so entirely Idealistic. I

that even In this rnthcr cynlcnl
nge men and women sometimes love
like that.

"Aren't we always rending In the
papem about a pair of lovers reuniting
nnd wedding nfter being parted for a
generation or so 7 Then why Binlle nt
Dr. Chiltern and Aunt Polly coming
together after twenty years, or ut John
Pendleton shutting himself up In his
house and turning his face from the
world because he believed tho girl he
loved was faithless to him, and only
letting the light Into his life when he
discerns through her child's un-

conscious talk that she loved him all
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the time and It was Just fat that
parted them."

Here Miss Colllnge stops talking and
gets up out of the armchair and puts
on n llttlo plain tint nnd a plain Jacket
ntop of her simple xhlrtwaM and skirt,
and Kiys shc'n awfully sorry, but she
has In go to n rehearsal nt noon. As
she standi up nn artist accustomed to
study llguro proportions would eee nt
once nnother renson why sho Is so per-
fectly the child In her present part.

Her hind is like the head of a girl
of 12 years, rnthcr large for her body.
One of her most frequent
Ih the llttlo perplexed crease In her
forehead thnt i'olljfinnn so often has
when che 't laughing, when sho Is

trying to llgure something out.
Her mother, ns has been aa!d, Is Just

n cllghtly older but still young and
slightly plumper not very edition of
her nctrcKH daughter. She comes Into
tho room beaming and tells you
proudly that nothing was ever put In

the way of l'atrlcla's being an actress.
Tim opposition that some girls have to
overcome to go on the stngo never Im-

peded her daughter.
"I think It's the nicest profession In

the world," she says.. "To go before
an audience of men and women and
make them laugh nnd cry Just by whnt
you say nnd do It's wonderful.

"I think l'atsy always wanted to
net. Rho always, did net. Dear me, I

remember her In tho garden nt home,
bark In Dublin, playing with the
pebbles nnd the flowers and the trees,
and nlwnys pretending to be a fairy
or a princess generally a princess.
She'd amuse herself all day long, but
she was great on being a princess.

"Her first appcnrance7 Well, I be- -
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lleve It was when she was about 10
months old, ana sne held to the ratling
.it the foot of the bed nnd danced up
and down and sang. She could hardly
toddlo when sho began to do thnt. Her
llrst public nppearnnce was when she
was 4 years old, and the hurdygurdy
was playing In front of tho house, and
she went dancing nearer and nearer
tho steps till all at once she danced
over the edge of tho top one, and
tumbled down and burst upon a
startled world."

"I don't remember that," says
Patsy. "I remember some hard bumps
I got when a child, but not thnt one.
Well, after such n beginning It wasn't
strange that I should go Into musical
comedy when I took to the stage. Yes,
musical comedy was my fate nt first.
when elgijt years ago, Just nfter the
family enrno to America, I went upon
the stngo."

"I'atrlcla always went to see every
good play that came to Dublin," says
the mother. "There seemed to t a
feeling that this was to be her life, and j

we did oveiy thing wo could to prepare
her for the profession."

"I believe that our fate is marked
out for us before we are born, nnd I
couldn't have avoided mine If I had
wanted to which I didn't," pays lit-

tle Miss Colllnge. "And I've loved not-
ing, and I've loved working at It, and
I rrvn worked so hnrd that perhnps 1
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roumo I kc? p In touch with ovents. as
I believe the personal side
touches mo most. I was

most hurt by the emaller, or what tho i

world wou'.l call tho smaller, aspects i

of Itoger Casement's hapless advon - .

ture. I

"For example, a friend of ours, a i

man I knew well In Dublin, Jiust went
out In his yard one day during the re- - J

belllnn and a man shot him. That
I made me furious. He had nothing to

do with It nnd ho had to die. What
uso was the rebellion? Ireland wouldn t
be happy If she wore free. Ireland
doesn't want to b free. Irishmen,"
laughs Miss Colllnge, "wouldn't be
happy If they didn't have, something
to light about. We do love to fight."

Then she goes out to the elevator
with a ''Oood-b- mother darling. I'll
be home after rehearsal for tea." and
goes down and boards an Eighth ave- -
nun car.

"I want to get home In time for a
ride In the park." she says. "This Is
such a convenient flat, It Is ntar the
riding stnblo where I can get horses
nnd near the rink for Ice skating, near
all the things I do, or ns Frank Jeffer- -

'son, Joseph Jefferson's son, tells me,
nAn V. . V. I t . .1 A

I

"I lovo riding nnd Bkatlng and I I
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don't care for th mnusetnents wrr-r- t

you sit and snnm one' lines tMno to
entertain you. I grt iiimivment out
of tho queerest llttl'1 tliltigM. The other
day I was having tea In a lea room snj
a lady was trying to get Mine onn nn

the phone nnd h1h forgot what number
she wanted nnd gave tho wrong ons,
nnd people nrnutid looked nt each other
as If to Kny, 'Hnw like a w unar" and
then she hnd to put another n'ekei in
tho slot for the pamn call, ami everr
one got quite. Interested nnd Mil to
each other whnt a roblx-- r the trlephom
company was. Oh, the.se things. Inter- -

est me ns much ns a play. I have the
best time, whether I'm nlone er r.ot,
for even If there Isn't some on to

watch I can alwuys think and Imaglni
things,

"Yes, I have a lot to be glad about,"
finishes Pollyanna as she Jumps off th
car at the theatre street. "And I'll b
gladdest of all It New York llltea ma
well enough to let me stay hers all
winter wtth my father and mother tnS
grandmother and brothers and I do
not havo to go on tho road."
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